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Republic Day celebration at India Gate, New Delhi - January 2017
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ACTIVITIES REPORT - JANUARY 2017

09.01 Celebration | Prabasi Bharatiya Divas
18h | by CGI/ICC Sao Paulo

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was
celebrated at the Indian Cultural

Centre on 09 January 2017. The PRAVAS | BHARATI YA
event was attended by members - = D l v As 20] 7

of the Indian community

9

(around 50 persons attended). _
The event started with the Wff,’:.’,::.m @ :\‘frmu. .1‘

. . OF INDIA CENTRE L &
screening of the specially S PAULES Y Sko PAULO

T L Ll ASSOON,AD MOANA

commissioned documentary on
PBD followed by the address of Prime Minister on 8 January as well a documentary on India
Development Fund-OI. In her address, Consul General Abhilasha Joshi recalled the sterling
contribution made by the Indian diaspora in forging greater understanding between people to
people and between countries. She also spoke about the various flagship programmes of the
government and how the diaspora can augment, contribute and participate in India’s
development story. The theme ‘Redefining Engagement with the Indian Diaspora’ was
emphasized. On the occasion, Consul General also spoke about Hindi Divas and read out Prime
Minister’s message on the occasion.

The event was also addressed by distinguished members of the Indian community. Mr. Rakesh
Kanojia, Finance Director of the Indian Association of Sao Paulo spoke on "Indian Association
and its current and future activities for engaging the Indian diaspora in Brazil” in which he
touched upon how the IASP as an Indian community association has grown over the years and
has become a platform for the community in Sao Paulo to come together to celebrate Indian
culture, festivals, music, cuisine, etc.; Mr. Kesavan Nair, Nuclear Engineer and Co-Founder of
IASP spoke on “Indian community’s social action work in Brazil for the local and diaspora
community’ elaborating the plans which the IASP is working on in helping the Indian
community in Sao Paulo; Mr. Ravi Ramanathan, distinguished nuclear Scientist spoke on “The
role of first-generation of Indian migrants to Brazil in Building India-Brazil connection’




touched upon how he and other fellow scientists from India were instrumental in setting up the
Brazilian nuclear programme and the contributions made by the first generation Indians in
other activities in Brazil. Ms. Seema Patel, Educationist and Social Worker spoke on “Indian
Diaspora’s role in promoting education, philanthropy and social work in India’ while Mr.
Anurag Srivastava, Country Manager of Aditya Birla Group spoke on “Role of Indian firms in
building Brand India in Brazil”. The programme concluded with a Hindi poem recital by

Tanmay Kanojia.

A report and photos of the day published in the Indian Express, New York edition:

The Indian EXPRESS 9
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Obama thanks Modi for strong India-US relations

uigomng US President Barack Obama

tekepboned Prime Menister Naren-

dra Modi 1o thask him for his part-
nership that enhanced the relations between
Iodia and America, the White House has
said. Obama spoke on the phone with Modi
on Wednesday 10 thank him for “his partner-
shup™ and 10 review pont efforts of coopera-
ton including Jefence, avil-nuciear enorgy.
and enhanced people-to-people ties, a read-
out of the telephonic convenation between
the two leaders sad,

“Reealling his visit os the ¢hiel goest s
India’s Republic Day celebrations in 2018+,
President Obama wished the Prime Minister
wann congratulations aboad of India’s up-
coming 68th Republic Day anniversary.”™ the
White House sand.

“Both Jeaders dicunsed the progress

they Bave made on shared cenomic and - =

cunty proritics, includng recognition of In-
dia as a major defense partner of the United
Ststes and addressing the global challenge of
climate change.” it smd.

Obama was amoag the first Jeaders to

congratulate Mod alter his cloctoral victo-
ry in May 2014 and immedsately mnited him
1o visit the White House, The two kaders
mct a1 the White Howse in Sepeensher 2014,
Sence then they have met cach other cight
times. This is a record for Jeaders between
Iodin and Amenca.

According to Asistast Secrctary of
Sate for South and Coemtral Asia Nisha De-
sai Bavwal, the two leadors share a very wanm
relatiombip.  “They have a greast deal of
penonal camaradenc. But they also have a
great deal of respect for cach other for the
leadendiip and the values and the integnity
of each other’s approach,” Biswal said in a
recent] intenview,

“You have scen from President Obama
that sppreaation of Prime Minister Modi i
words that he has esed (o describe bum in-
cludng in that Time magazine peolile of the
Prime Minister, You have seen that Prime
Minister Modi's appeedation of Pressdent
Obama, of his values, his leadership style
which the Prime Mimister has used to der
scribe the President,” she said.

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas celebrated in Sao Paulo

Indian consulate in Sao Paulo or-
panized the Pravasi Bharatiys Divas
(PBD) at the Indian Cultural Centre

(1CC) 0a January 9.

\Fakmg at th OXCEBOB, lbc Immn
consd general in Sao Paulo, Abbilasha
Joshi, talked about the role of Indian &-
aspora in promoting India-Brazil tics as
well in India’s growth. The main bighlight
of the day was speeches by some promi-
nent members of the Indian community in
Sa0 Pasdo, Rakesh Kanogia, Kesavan Nair,
Ranvi Ramanathan, Anurag Shavastav and
Scema Patel spoke on various aspects of
India-Brazil relations and the community’s
contrbution to them. The evening ended
with a reditation of a Hindi poem by Tan-
may Kanopa, which was followed by re-
freshiments and social imterction.

E NORTH AMERICAN EDITION |¢,.






Photos:
https://www.facebook.com/IndianConsulateGeneralSaoPauloBrazil/posts/130248036315278
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https://www.facebook.com/IndianConsulateGeneralSaoPauloBrazil/posts/1302480363152785
https://www.facebook.com/IndianConsulateGeneralSaoPauloBrazil/posts/1302480363152785

10.01
19h

Workshop | PLANNING 2017 WITH MENTAL
MAPS
by Brahma Kumaris Sao Paulo

From the series of free workshops offered by Brahma Kumaris on subjects like meditation,
concentration and mental exercises, the workshop on mental maps was conducted by Anna
Maria Oliveira — coordinator of national program Living Values in Education of Brahma
Kumaris Brazil.

20.01 Meditation| VIPASSANA MEDITATION SESSION
19h with Newton Zimmerman - by Ecos da Paz

‘Ecos da Paz’ (echoes of peace) is a nucleus for contemplative activities created to fill the demand
for regular meditation activities in ICC Sdo Paulo, offering experiences in meditation practices
from various cultural strata. The group was initially formed by ladies who spread the Gandhian
message by organizing lectures, handicrafts workshops and recitals. This years’ first Ecos da Paz
activity was a talk and a Vipassana meditation session by instructor Newton Zimmerman.

26.01 Celebration | INDIA'S 68™ REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS
by CGI/ICC Sao Paulo

The flag hoisting ceremony was held in CGI Sao Paulo on 26 Jan 2017 to commemorate the
68th Republic Day of India. The address of Hon'ble President of India was read out by CG to

the members of Indian community and friends of India present on the occasion.

Later in the afternoon, a reception was held at Prodigy Grand Hotel & Suites Berrini which
was attended by representatives of Itamaraty, State and City governments, members of Consular
Corps, Indian community, cultural
and commercial organizations, media
and friends of India. Mr. Jose Renato
Nalini, Secretary for Education of the
State of Sao Paulo, Mrs. Ana Paula
Fava, Head, International Relations
of the State of Sao Paulo and 26 DE JANEIRO, 2017 | SAO PAULO
Ambassador Affonso de Alencastro
Massot of Prefeitura graced the [
occasion. An Odissi dance recital |
showcasing Indian heritage was much |
appreciated by the distinguished
gathering.

68° DIA DA REPUBLICA DA INDIA
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Photos:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=2.1319834961417325.1073741885.537421502992



https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1319834961417325.1073741885.537421502992012&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1319834961417325.1073741885.537421502992012&type=3

10h

30.01 Celebration | FLORAL TRIBUTE TO GANDHI (MARTYRDOM DAY)
by CGI/ICC Sao Paulo

TRIBUTO FLORAL A

ANDHI

% 2017

30 jan (segunda)
10h

Monumento a Gandhi
Praga Tllio Fontoura

Ao lado da Assembléia Legislativa
e Parque Ibirapuera

pocket show
de Sitar com
Fabio Kidesh

S
nio-violéncia é
a arma do forte 99
@ B mesiiza

Palas Athena

Mahatma Gandhi was once again remembered on his
martyrdom day with the traditional floral tribute organized
by CGI and ICC Sio Paulo in association with Palas
Athena, Ecos da Paz and friends of India. The homage at
the Gandhi’s monument, a bronze statue of the Mahatma
located at Tulio Fontoura Square near Ibirapuera Park was
marked by a brief moment of silence in homage to the
Mahatma and the welcome speech of Consul General Smt.
Mrs. Abhilasha Joshi was followed by the words of Prof.
Lia Diskin Gandhian leader in Brazil and founding director
of Palas Athena association and Mr Shobhan Saxena,
journalist and President of the Indian Association of Sao
Paulo. A member from Ecos da Paz group read out
passages disseminating the message of Gandhi. Shirlene
Lopes, social worker, displayed the spinning of yarn on a

‘charkha’ and Sitar musician Mr. Fabio Kidesh performed

the favorite bhajans of the Mahatma on his Sitar, setting a mood of peace in tranquility in the

gathering.




Photos:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Indian CulturalCentreSaoPauloBrazil/photos/?tab=album&alb
um id=1325512994167917



https://www.facebook.com/pg/IndianCulturalCentreSaoPauloBrazil/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1325512994167917
https://www.facebook.com/pg/IndianCulturalCentreSaoPauloBrazil/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1325512994167917

MISCELLANEOUS

10.01 Tour | BRAZILIAN ODISSIIN INDIA
by Padmaa- Arte & Cultura

ICC’s Odissi teacher Mrs. Silvana Duarte, took some of her students of different levels of
learning to their first cultural tour around India during vacation season. Many of those students
had their first contact with Indian classical dances ' G-

and other artistic and cultural expressions through
the work of the ICC Sio Paulo and are still our
students.

One of the top points of the tour was the winter
workshop with Gurus Mrs. Sharon Lowen and Mr.
Vishwanath Mangaraj at the Manasa Art Without
Frontiers, New Delhi. The result of the workshop
was a wonderful report about Odissi in Brazil by
Mrs. Lowen to the newspaper The Asian Age.

Silvana Duarte studies and practices Odissi for two
decades and is the director of Padmaa Arte &
Cultura.

Full report version of the newspaper:
http://www.asianage.com/life/more-features/100117/odissi-in-brazil.html

Photos of the tour:

https://www.facebook.com/pg/estudioodissi/photos/?tab=album&album id=13214736445798
36



http://www.asianage.com/life/more-features/100117/odissi-in-brazil.html
https://www.facebook.com/pg/estudioodissi/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1321473644579836
https://www.facebook.com/pg/estudioodissi/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1321473644579836

Besides, all our regular activities such as Yoga, Odissi, Bharatanatyam and Kathak classes,
and Library Services are being conducted as per schedule.

Facebook of ICC Sao Paulo:
https://www .facebook.com/IndianCulturalCentreSaoPauloBrazil

Facebook of CGI Sao Paulo:
https://www.facebook.com/IndianConsulateGeneralSaoPauloBrazil /

ICC YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy7sB7)SnUqZqgc2laFvax4A

Website of CGland ICC Sao Paulo:
www.cgisaopaulo.in



https://www.facebook.com/IndianCulturalCentreSaoPauloBrazil
https://www.facebook.com/IndianConsulateGeneralSaoPauloBrazil/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy7sB7JSnUqZqc21aFvax4A
http://www.cgisaopaulo.in/

